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SYLLABUS 
 

BCIS 6670: TOPICS IN INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Spring 2018 

 
Meeting time: Tuesday, 2:00-4:50 PM, BLB 301 
Instructor:  Dr. Anna Sidorova, Office: BLB 358B 
Email:  anna.sidorova@unt.edu, Phone: (940)565-3109 
Office Hours:  Tue, 11:00-1:00, or by appointment 
 
Textbooks:   

1. (required) Yin, Robert K., Case Study Research Design and Methods, 1994, 2nd 
edition, Sage Publications, ISBN 0-8039-5663-0  

2. (recommended) Sidorova, A., Evangelopouls N., Torres, R. and Johnson V. 
(2013) A Survey of Core Research in Information Systems, SpringerBriefs in 
Computer Science, ISBN 1461471575 
 

Required Readings: A reading list is included with this course outline. Articles in the 
reading list are required reading for all students and should serve as a starting point for 
further research. I reserve the right to alter the list as the semester progresses. For 
example, if an article on a topic appears in a new issue of MISQ, I may choose to either 
add it or substitute it for another paper on the list. Therefore, I will provide each week’s 
list of articles to you the week before they are to be discussed.  
 
Course Objectives: The objective of this course is to establish a theoretical framework 
for conducting research in information systems. At the completion of the course, the 
student should be: 
 
(1) Familiar with theoretical models of information systems research and their attempts 

to define a theoretical framework; 
 
(2) Able to define the major aspects of an information systems research project; 
 
(3) Knowledgeable about some of the seminal information systems research literature;  
 
(4) Capable of evaluating, analyzing and integrating the research work of others; 
 
(5) Able to clearly articulate, in writing, a research problem and the supporting theory for 

the problem; and 
 
(6) Prepared to initiate a career of challenging and exciting information systems 

research. 
 
By the end of the semester, every student will be expected to complete a manuscript 
reviewing extant research and formulating a conceptual model for explaining an IS-
related phenomenon, as well as designing a research study for future empirical testing of 
the model. 
 
Course Format:  This class is a Ph.D. seminar and as such is an intensive learning 
experience. The amount of knowledge that can be gained is limited only by each 
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individual's motivation and interest. Students will study all required readings, be 
energetic in bringing relevant research topics to class, and participate fully in the 
seminar discussions. Each student will make oral presentations along with being 
prepared to discuss intelligently the topic(s) of the day. 
 
Grading: 
Activity Points 
Midterm Exam 150 
Final Exam 200 
Research paper 300 
Article Critiques and in-class discussion 150 = 10 wks x 15 points 
Presentations: (1) Existing theory, (2) 
Topic lit. review, (3) Research model, (4) 
Study design. 

200 (50 pts each for 4 presentations) 

TOTAL POINTS 1000 
 
Grading Scale: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; <60 = F 

 
Exams: There will be two exams: an in-class midterm exam and a take-home final 
exam. The exams will consist of essay type questions based on material covered as well 
as on skills built during the class.   
 
Research Paper: Writing a research paper is expected to be the most effort-intensive 
component of this course and is expected to result in a manuscript acceptable for 
publication in a journal or a national conference. You will submit your paper in two parts: 
In the first submission you will identify a research problem and present a thorough 
literature review, as you would for a dissertation, identifying approaches and theoretical 
frameworks that have been used to examine the phenomenon. In the second 
submission you will build on your literature review and construct a theoretical model, 
defining key research constructs, relationships among those constructs and providing 
logical justification for the identified relationships. You will also describe the design of a 
study for testing your theoretical model in a methodology section.  
 
Article critiques and discussion: Each weak each student will prepare a written 
critique of one of the articles on the reading list for that week (1-2 pages) and present it 
in class (5-10 min). Students will select which articles they are going to critique the week 
before and notify the instructor (one student per article, whenever possible). No article 
critiques are required on Weeks 1, 8, 15 and 16. Only 10 critiques will count for the 
grade; therefore, each student can choose 2 weeks during the semester when he/she 
does not write a critique and notify the instructor at least one week in advance. The 
critiques should be written according to the guidelines provided and are intended to 
prepare the students for the comprehensive exam, as well as for their future role as 
reviewers. The students should be prepared to discuss all papers during all classes.   

 
Presentations: Each student will prepare and deliver four (4) presentations in the 
course of the semester. The first presentation will discuss an existing theory used in IS 
research. The students will find a list of theories with a brief overview and a seed 
bibliography at  https://is.theorizeit.org/wiki/Main_Page .  The theory presentations are 
expected to last 15-20 min and provide a good overview of the theory and how it has 
been used in IS research. 
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The other three presentations will be based on various aspects of the student’s research 
paper and are intended to help students structure their research project ideas and get 
early feedback from peers and the instructor. Students may select to use PowerPoint or 
other presentation aids (such as a white board) to aid your presentation. A short handout 
summarizing key presentation points should be provided to the instructor and peers. 
Each research presentation is expected to last 10 min.  
 
BCIS 6670 Policies and Procedures 
 
Attendance and Class Participation: The students are expected to arrive on time and 
to be in class for every class meeting. Please do not get up and leave class early. The 
students are expected to come to class prepared. This means reading the assigned 
chapters before class, and being prepared to answer any questions I might ask of during 
class. Simply coming is not enough -- you must pay attention, take notes, ask questions 
and actively participate in discussions. Also, if I request you download a handout to bring 
to class, you are expected to have it with you during the specified class. Students in the 
past have found it very difficult, if not impossible, to do well on my exams if they miss 
class, come in late, leave early, or fail to pay attention throughout the class period. I 
make sure of that when I write the exams!  
 
Cell Phones and Pagers: Students must have cell phones turned to a silent mode 
during class time. If you have a genuine emergency on a given day that requires the use 
of these devices during class time please let me know at the start of class. 
 
Disabilities: The College of Business Administration complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disability. If you have an established disability as defined in the ADA and would like to 
request accommodation, please see me as soon as possible.  
 
Assignment Due Dates: All assignments are to be submitted using Blackboard. All 
critiques are due at the beginning of the class. All other assignments are due at the end 
of the day specified in the schedule. Late assignment can be turned in at 50% of the 
grade before April 29.  
 
Teaching Evaluations: Teaching evaluation survey(s) will be administered in the 
second part of the semester according to the university and CoB policies. Student 
feedback is critical to helping instructors improve their teaching, and it is expected that 
all students will complete teaching evaluations.  
 
Academic Misconduct and General Behavior: Academic dishonesty including 
cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. In handling cases of academic 
dishonesty, the instructor will adhere to the UNT policy on academic integrity. The policy 
can be found at http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. You should also abide by the 
UNT IRB policies and procedures when conducting research involving human subjects. 
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BCIS 6670 Class Schedule at a Glance (subject to change) 
 

Week Topic Assignments due  

Week 1, Jan 16 Introduction  

Week 2, Jan 23 Identity of the IS Research, 
challenges of an applied discipline 

Sign up for theory 
presentation 

Week 3, Jan 30 Research philosophies and 
approaches – evaluating and 
accepting differences in theories 
and methods 

Theory Presentation 
(slot 1) 

Week 4, Feb 6 Positivist, psychology based 
research (surveys, experiments) 

Theory Presentation 
(slot 2) 

Week 5, Feb 13 Positivist, sociology, organizational 
theory, and strategy based research 

Theory Presentation 
(slot 3) 

Week 6, Feb 20 Positivist, economics based 
research 

Literature review 
presentations 

Week 7, Feb 27 Organizational and individual 
research using data analytics 

Research paper part 1 
due  
 

Week 8, Mar 6 MIDTERM EXAM   

Week 9, Mar 20 Design science Theory presentation 
(slot 4) 

Week 10, Mar 27 Interpretive and critical realism 
research foundations 

Model and hypotheses 
presentation 

Week 11, Apr 3 Structuration, affordances and 
adaptations 

Theory presentation 
(slot 5) 

Week 12, Apr 12 Other interpretive research theories  

Week 13, Apr 17 Critical and action research in IS Revised model and 
methodology 
presentation 

Week 14, Apr 24 Case studies and qualitative 
methods in IS research 

 

Week 15, May 1 Other issues in IS research  Research paper 
revised part 1 part 2 
due.  

Week 16, May 8 Final Exam Period (1:30 – 3:30 
p.m.)* 

 

 
* the Final Exam will be a take home final handed out in class on May 1, and due at 3:30 
p.m. May 8.  


